Notes for Friday’s Discussion

Alan Harrison


· As the proportion of the 18-24 age group that is in Post-Secondary Education (PSE) rises

· it becomes increasingly difficult for governments to fund PSE adequately (especially universities)
· the political influence of those in PSE increases, thereby making it more difficult for governments to allow universities to substitute tuition revenue for the lost government revenue 

· The effects of this secular trend have been made worse by recent cyclical events

· recession
· the collapse of financial markets, especially the stock market
· etc…
 
· This is why (in the words of Alex Usher and Ryan Dunn, PSE is “on the brink”

· I have nothing to add to the analysis of Alex and Ryan; they capture it well (and he discussed it yesterday in his second session)

·  See also the analysis of the longer-run trend of declining government support by Roger Martin: “Who Killed Canada’s Education Advantage: A Forensic Investigation into the Disappearance of Public Education in Canada”, in The Walrus, January 11, 2010

· We have discussed the consequences, university by university, already during this meeting; all I would add is that though governments talk a lot about quality, access (i.e., capacity) trumps quality every time

· This is a reflection of the voting public’s view: it’s all about whether our son or daughter will be able to get a PSE space, not at all about how the good the education associated with that space will be    
